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What makes me the most proud of my daughter is: 

(  is how she has grown as a person this Season.  Sarah worked hard on her skills for her growth as a player; however, she also grew in personal maturity.  She was 100% committed to her team.  She realizes when she looks back on this Season years from now, the friendships, fun, and how she handled challenges and disappointments will be what really matters.  Those things are what make me the most proud that Sarah is my daughter, not stats and win/loss records.   Donna Gray

( I have always been very pleased with the decisions Madison has made.  If I had to pick one thing about this team and this season which has made me proud it would have to be the way Madison has clicked with all the girls.  She did not know a single sole going into her very first JO tryout and has managed to develop some very close relationships with these girls.  I know she will face many of them in the coming high school season and will only smile remembering their time together.  I am sure they share a few secrets they may even giggle about when facing each other at the net.  I am also very proud of the progress Madison has made this season.  She made a move in positions gladly for the team and has managed to make herself a more diverse player because of this move.  Madison made up her mind to remain positive and learn all she could about the complete game of volleyball.  Jill Morris

( her determination to always do her best.  Whether that be on the volleyball court, the classroom or at home, hard work ALWAYS  pays off!  I have never seen Jenny give up or get down on herself or her teammates.  I am also proud of my daughter because I believe her to be  fair, honest and considerate of others.  She may not like everything going on, but she puts on a "good face" and cooperates and does the right thing.  Jenny rarely says anything bad about others, even when prodded!  This is a trait that will make your life much simpler!!!!!!  My list of things to be proud of can go on and on, but I hope you always remember to be the kind, nice, hardworking young lady you are and you will go far in anything you desire!   Beth Clark
( she is a great volleyball player. I know she is good because she puts a lot of time and energy into the sport and it paid off. I also am proud of her because she is hilarious and so much fun. Whenever I talk to her or hang out with her, it is very entertaining because she is different from any other girl. I can't wait to become even closer with her in the future.   Haley Podeschi, sister of Hanna
( Hanna makes me proud because being a 13 y/o she stood tall and worked hard to contribute on a team of talented girls 2 years older than she is. She practiced at home after normal team practice, worked hard at what Coach Houser asked her to do, and I saw that when something is important to her she can be dedicated to excel at it. She grew in all aspects, both her physical abilities as well as her maturity level this year. Daddy is proud..   Dan Podeschi
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( .  her focus when she sets her mind on something. She has many friends from different backgrounds, which means she isn't cliquey, and I'm proud of that too. Hanna is an inquisitive, strong girl, with a kind heart...and she's so much fun to hang out with. I love this about her and I'm proud to be her mother.  Cindy Podeschi

(  I am very proud to see Lauren's complete joy on her face when she is competing on the court.  When she or her teammate makes a good play her smile goes from ear to ear and lights up the court.  If she makes a bad play, she turns to look at Coach Houser with the look of knowing that she made a mistake but still maintaining her smile.  She appears to be able to maintain the attitude that the objective of the sport is to have fun and I truly don't believe I have ever seen anyone that appears to be as happy playing volleyball as she does..   Mike Thomas


( 1. Her effort and determination to improve.

2. Her willingness to "play her part " and be a good teammate.

3. Her positive attitude and "sillyness" on the court.   Chuck Clark
( for pulling herself together in DC and being able to perform when called upon.  She has since taken the changes in stride and played great(we thought) in Atlanta.  She is loving getting to serve.   We are proud of the way she and all the girls get along and respect not only each other, but you as well.  Allison almost did not try out for your team because her self esteem was so low after the school season.  At the urging of Aaron King she tried and made it.  She has used this opportunity to work on her mental game as well as her skills.  She has definitely grown as a player.   Also, proud of always being on time, only thing lost this season is water bottle(she loses everything), managed to always have the proper equipment in her bag and still makes honor roll even though she spends half her life playing volleyball.   Sarah and Chris Burton
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My most vivid memories of this season are:  

Driving into DC with Sarah and Caroline listening to their excitement at all the sites to see....Is that the White House and Albert Einstein?

- The longest day ever in DC!

- Coach Houser's leap for joy when we beat HOV.

- Medals at Capital Hill...what a great accomplishment.

- Laughing at the girls playing "Whose line is it?"

- Watching some of the girls play in the fountain in Atlanta. 

- Beating Richmond...Wow!

- Dinners at the Silver Diner

Donna Gray

(  I have thoroughly enjoyed getting to know all of the girls and their parents.  We all have spent countless hours in a gym or at restaurants during the season and the time went by too quickly.   Another memory I have is the looks on the girls faces and the excitement they showed when they beat HOV in the D.C. tournament.  I know they had a history with this team and they finally achieved a goal they had set a long time ago.  And finally, the sense of accomplishment the girls felt and showed when they beat the Richmond 15 Nationals team in the bid tournament will always be with me.  This was a goal they had set together as a team at the beginning of the season and through hard work and team effort they achieved it.  Congratulations.  Thank you for a wonderful first year experience with Junior Olympic Volleyball.   (Morris Family)y  The Morris Family

( eating at the Silver Diner and especially when the girls fell through the kitchen doors.  I loved seeing the team improve and work together.  The last two tournaments were awesome.   The special bond that the girls have with each other and the coaches are going to be lifelong memories!.   Beth Clark
( something I will never forget is the unity you, Coach Houser, created between the players and parents. This is the first time we have experienced such organization and planning, which is the basis for success in all areas of life. This is where your experience shows, and I doubt we will ever experience this type of relationship in volleyball again (I hope I end up wrong about that one). Thank you for everything you've taught my daughter, not only the skills she has learned, but just witnessing your passion for the game and life!!!   Cindy Podeschi
( 1. The first time we saw " 80 some" volleyball courts all in one place!!

2.  The Silver Diner!!

3.  The field trip to Chinatown and our Metro adventure!

4. NRV 15N stepping it up at each tournament this year!!     Chuck Clark
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( For me it would have to be the Capitol Hill tournament and the seeing the joy on the faces of Ava, Caroline, Gussie, Sarah, and Lauren after beating the HOV team on Monday morning.  Last year the five of them were on a Roanoke Juniors 14 team together and while the two teams were evenly matched HOV prevailed on several occasions in three game matches.  When we lost to HOV on Sunday at Capital Hill in another three game match after having the lead earlier in the match you could see their frustration and they were probably as discouraged as they were all season after a loss.  Then less than 24 hours later the team not only beat HOV but came from behind in third game to grab the victory when it did not look likely that we would win.  That win was great for the team because it advanced us forward in the tournament to ultimately finish third, but to see the happiness on the faces of those five girls along with the rest of the team makes that game the highlight of the season for me.   Mike Thomas

(  is of Coach Houser who usually doesn't get to excited  ---- jumping 4 feet in the air when we beat that HOV the second time we played them in DC.  It exempified how we all felt.    Also, our wild and crazy girls at the silver diner after a very long day of volleyball at the Richmond convention center.   And, finally, Jenny and Allison entertaining their Mom's in the car on the way to Atlanta.  Never laughed so hard!!!.   Chris and Sarah Burton

Some other comments
Finally Coach, I want to again say thank you for the positive influence you have had this season on Hanna. She not only improved her playing skills on the volleyball court, but she learned that integrity, sportsmanship, and respect for her fellow players and competitors are just as important. It was clear to Cindy and I that this came right from you. She is a better person having had you as a coach. 

Genuine, caring, and dedicated teachers are under-appreciated in this country. Not in our house. Job well done Coach.      Dan Podeschi
