Is it time to give up?
Kris doesn’t think so.
Coach Houser:
Thank you for writing to me.  I really needed it!!   I really liked the part near the end where you said if you really love something, then no one can turn you away. I truly believe that. My friend who got less playing time than I recently quit our team.  She said she quit because this team was making her forget why she loved this sport in the first place. I thought about what she said and realized that it's not the team making her forget it, it's only herself and her parents making her forget.  . If I have a bad practice, or if I sit on the bench for 90% percent of the time, then yeah at the time I will be upset. However that's not the end of it. When I go home after a bad practice or come home sore from sitting on the bench all day, I don't rest there. I will make myself go to another team’s practice, I will go to the athletic club, or do anything at all that is volleyball related. I will do that for hours so that when I walk away, I know that I have worked harder towards what I want, instead of accepting where I am. That is what my former teammate failed to see. She accepted where she was and just gave up. I would almost rather die than to give up.  If I gave up, then that would prove what my coach believes:  that I deserve to be on the bench versus out there playing what I love. That is something I will not accept. I actually came across your articles the other day because I was returning from a bad practice but I didn't chose to dwell on that practice. I told myself I was going to read some articles about volleyball and make up for my bad practice. And I happened to come across your website with your awesome team and now I feel even more accomplished that I got something out of it, and am now another step closer to being where I want to be. It just comes to show that if you really love something, you will do whatever you have to do prove your love for it. 

  

Sincerely, Kris
Portland Oregon
